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Abstract:

This research comprehensively explores the growing and transformative role
of various types of media in shaping the awareness and perceptions of
children and people with disabilities (PWDs). It investigates traditional media
such as television, radio, and newspapers; interactive media like digital
platforms and social networks; and cutting—edge technologies including the
Metaverse. The study is framed within the context of Egypt’s Vision 2030,
which aims to build an inclusive digital society that upholds the values of
citizenship, integration, and equal opportunity—particularly for vulnerable

and marginalized groups like children and PWDs.

To achieve its objectives, the research adopts a critical analytical
methodology, utilizing a multi-method approach. This includes qualitative
content analysis of media targeting the intended audience, comparative
studies of international best practices, and semi-structured interviews with
experts in media, education, and assistive technologies. Additionally,
surveys were distributed to families and children from the target groups to
gather first—-hand insights on their media experiences and needs.
Observational techniques and qualitative analysis were also used to track
children’s interaction with digital platforms and immersive virtual

environments.

The study's findings reveal significant gaps in the quantity, quality, and
fairness of media content directed toward children and PWDs, as well as a

limited adoption of interactive technologies as tools for empowerment,
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learning, and inclusion. On the other hand, the research highlights the
enormous potential of interactive media and the Metaverse when strategically
utilized, offering inclusive learning environments and communication
experiences that accommodate individual differences and foster engagement

in non-traditional ways.

Based on these insights, the research recommends the development of
comprehensive national media policies that ensure equitable representation
of PWDs in media content, as well as specialized training programs for media
professionals and educators in creating inclusive, interactive digital content.
It also emphasizes the importance of fostering partnerships between the
government, the tech sector, and civil society organizations to innovate
inclusive media and educational solutions. Ultimately, this study aims to
contribute a practical and visionary framework that enables the creation of
inclusive media environments, enhances the awareness and capabilities of
children and PWDs, and aligns with the broader goals of sustainable
development and Egypt’s national agenda for 2030.

Keyword (.Traditional and Interactive Media — Metaverse — Shaping Awareness — People with
Disabilities —Media )
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